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Historic Wichita Air Terminal One Step Closer to Restoration
As part of its mission to restore Wichita’s historic first air terminal, the Kansas Aviation Museum is proud to announce the ongoing effort to replicate the original stenciling that appeared on the ceiling of the buildings atrium when it opened in 1934.
“We have about sixty hours in photographing the remaining stencil patterns that could not be saved, taking extensive measurements and then producing and cutting by hand all the stencils that are being utilized on this project,” stated Lon Smith, executive director for the Kansas Aviation Museum.  “The painters have already logged one-hundred and sixty hours and the project is just half complete.”

Over the past eighteen years, the Kansas Aviation Museum has secured approximately 1.5 million dollars that has completed the exterior restoration of the building and is now making great advances on the interior of this building, leased by the KAM from the City of Wichita.  “Roughly 95% of the money utilized to complete restorations on this building have come from private and corporate sponsorships and/or state and federal grants,” Smith stated.  “The balance has been in partnership with the City of Wichita and we really appreciate their participation in this important project.”
Funding for the atrium ceiling project is still being received.  If you would like to provide sponsorship for this ongoing process, contact the Kansas Aviation Museum at 316-683-9242.
The Kansas Aviation Museum is home to early Stearmans and Swallows both complete and under restoration, experimental planes conceived and constructed by Kansans, a KC135, a B-47 under restoration, a children’s activity center and much, much more.
For more information or to be removed from this list, call 316-683-9242 or email lonsmith@kansasaviationmuseum.org
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