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The Adventures of Jimmie Allen to Fly Once Again
In 1933, the Skelly Oil Company decided to embark upon a promotion that would change the lives of many young people of the era.  It was a daily, fifteen minute radio drama known as The Air Adventures of Jimmie Allen.  The show was subsequently picked up by Richfield Oil on the west coast in 1935 and the east coast in '36.  The show was responsible for the aviation careers of many a young person who listened intently to the show with dreams of flight.  A visit to the filling station meant a treat from Jimmie Allen: plans for model planes and the like, akin to McDonald's prizes today.  The show sponsored model plan contests, one of which was held at the current Kansas Aviation Museum site with the Wichita Eagle reporting attendance in excess of 10,000 at a time when Wichita was home to just 100,000 residents. The Jimmie Allen Flying Club is the focus of this exhibit, with model planes from the era, prizes retrieved from Skelly Oil by enthusiastic youth and an episode of the famous show playing on a vintage radio of the era as part of the exhibit.
The exhibit will be formally unveiled on Saturday, June 20th at 2:00pm.
Cost for the event is regular admission:

$8.00 - adults
$7.00 - 60+
$6.00 - ages 4-12
3 and under free

The Kansas Aviation Museum is home to early Stearmans and Swallows both complete and under restoration, experimental planes conceived and constructed by Kansans, a KC135, a B-47 under restoration, a children’s activity center and much, much more.
Please take note of our new hours of operation: 

Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

For more information or to be removed from this list, call 316-683-9242 or email lonsmith@kansasaviationmuseum.org
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